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and	square	architecture	of	the	grid	as	described	in	Indian	Vāstu	Śastras.	[1]	Vastu	shastra	(vāstu	śāstra	-	literally	"science	of	architecture"[2])	is	a	traditional	Indian	architecture	system	native	to	India.	[3]	The	texts	of	the	Indian	subcontinent	describe	the	principles	of	design,	layout,	measurements,	soil	preparation,	spatial	layout	and	spatial	geometry.	[4][5]	Vastu	Shastras	incorporates	traditional	Hindu	beliefs	and
(in	some	cases)	Buddhists.	[6]	The	projects	aim	to	integrate	architecture	with	nature,	the	relative	functions	of	various	parts	of	the	structure,	and	the	ancient	beliefs	using	geometric	patterns	(yantra),	symmetry	and	directional	alignments.	[7][8]	Vastu	Shastra	is	the	textual	part	of	Vastu	Vidya	-	the	broadest	knowledge	of	the	theories	of	architecture	and	design	of	ancient	India.	[9]	The	knowledge	of	Vastu	Vidya	is	a
collection	of	ideas	and	concepts,	with	or	without	the	support	of	layout	diagrams,	which	are	not	rigid.	Rather,	these	ideas	and	concepts	are	models	for	the	organization	of	space	and	form	within	a	building	or	a	collection	of	buildings,	based	on	their	functions	in	relation	to	each	other,	their	use	and	the	overall	fabric	of	Vastu.	[9]	The	ancient	principles	of	Vastu	Shastra	include	those	for	the	design	of	Mandir	(	Hindu
temples),[10]	and	the	principles	for	the	design	and	arrangement	of	houses,	cities,	gardens,	roads,	water	works,	shops	and	other	public	areas.[11]	Terminology	The	word	sanskrit	vāstu	means	a	dwelling	or	a	house	with	a	corresponding	plot	of	land.	[13]	The	vrddhi,	vāstu,the	meaning	of	"the	site	or	the	foundation	of	a	house,	place,	land,	building	or	home-place,	house,	house".	Theroot	is	vas	"to	dwell,	live,	remain,
reside".	[14]	The	term	shastra	can	be	freely	translated	as	"doctrine,	teaching".	Vāstu-Śastras	(literally,	home	science)	are	ancient	Sanskrit	manuals	of	architecture.	These	contain	Vastu-Vidya	(literally,	knowledge	of	the	house).[15]	History	The	foundation	of	vastu	is	traditionally	attributed	to	the	mythical	essay	Mamuni	Mayan	who	is	believed	to	be	the	first	author	and	creator	of	vasthu	shastra	and	expert	in	vast
constructions	of	ancient	times.	[16]	According	to	Jessie	Mercay,	Chancellor	and	Professor	(Volunteer)	at	the	American	University	of	Mayonic	Science	and	Technology,	authentic	vaastu	science	is	based	on	ancient	principles	discovered	thousands	of	years	ago	by	a	scientist/carpenter	rishi	called	Mamuni	Mayan.	[17]	Mayan	is	one	of	the	five	sons	of	Vishwakarma.	[18]	Mayan	is	mentioned	in	all	Indian	literature.	In
particular,	he	built	the	city	of	Dwarka	for	Kṛṣṇa.	[17]	The	theories	that	trace	the	ties	of	the	principles	of	the	composition	in	vast	shastra	and	the	Civilization	of	the	Valley	of	the	Indus,	but	the	scholar	Kapila	Vatsyayan	is	reluctant	to	speculate	on	such	links	since	the	script	of	the	Valley	of	the	Indus	remains	indecipherable.	[19]	According	to	Chakrabarti,	Vastu	Vidya	is	old	the	Vedic	period	and	linked	to	ritual
architecture.	[20]	According	to	Michael	W.	Meister,	the	Atharvaveda	contains	verses	with	mystical	cosmogony	that	provide	a	paradigm	for	cosmic	planning,	but	do	not	represent	architecture	or	a	developed	practice.	[21]	The	Brihat	Samhita	of	Varahamihira	dated	to	the	6th	century	CE,	states	Meister,	is	the	first	known	Indian	text	describing	"something	like	a	vastupurusamandala	to	plan	cities	and	buildings".[21]
The	emergence	of	Vastu	vidya	as	a	specialized	field	of	science	is	speculated	to	have	occurred	significantly	before	the	1st	century	CE.[20]	Description	Ancient	India	has	produced	many	Sanskrit	manuals.	Many	of	these	arethe	layout	of	the	Hindu	temple	(top,)	design	and	construction,	longchapters	on	design	principles	for	houses,	villages,	cities.	the	architect	and	artists	(silpins)	were	given	wide	latitude	to	experiment
and	express	their	creativity.	[22]	There	are	many	Vāstu-Śastras	on	the	art	of	building	houses,	temples,	cities	and	cities.	one	of	these	vāstu	śastra	is	thakkar	pheru,	describing	where	and	how	the	temples	should	be	built.	[7][23]	since	the	ninth	century	AD,	the	Sanskrit	manuals	for	building	palatial	temples	were	in	circulation	in	India.	[24]	the	manuals	of	Vāstu-Śastra	included	chapters	on	house	building,	city	planning,
[15]	and	as	efficient	villages,	cities	and	kingdoms	have	integrated	temples,	water	bodies	and	gardens	within	them	to	achieve	harmony	with	nature.[11]	While	it	is	unclear,	Barnett	states,[25]	if	these	ideal	temple	planning	texts	were	theoretical	studies	and	whether	or	not	they	suggested	spiritual	life.	[15]	the	prakasa	sylpa	of	odisha,	author	of	ramachandra	bhattaraka	kaulachara	sometimes	in	the	ix	or	x	century	ce,	is
another	vāstu	śastra.	[26]	Prakasa	sylpa	describes	geometric	principles	in	every	aspect	of	the	temple	and	symbolism	as	16	emotions	of	human	beings	sculpted	as	16	types	of	female	figures.	These	styles	were	perfected	in	Hindu	temples	prevalent	in	the	eastern	states	of	India.	Other	ancient	texts	found	these	architectural	principles	expand,	suggesting	that	different	parts	of	the	india	developed,	invented	and	added
their	interpretations.	For	example,	in	the	saurastra	tradition	of	the	temple	building	located	in	the	western	states	of	India,	the	female	form,	expressions	and	emotions	are	represented	in	32	types	of	Nataka-stri	compared	to	16	types	described	in	prakasa	sylpa.	[26]	circus	prakasa	provides	a	brief12	kinds	of	Hindu	temples.	Other	texts,	such	as	Pancaratra	Prasada	Prasadhana	compiled	by	Daniel	Smith[27]	and	Silpa
Ratnakara	compiled	by	Narmada	Narmadaprovide	a	more	extensive	list	of	types	of	Hindu	temple.	The	ancient	Sanskrit	manuals	for	the	construction	of	the	temple	discovered	in	Rajasthan,	in	the	northwestern	region	of	India,	include	Prasadamandana	of	Sutradhara	Mandana	(literally,	manual	for	the	planning	and	construction	of	a	temple)	with	chapters	on	the	city	building.	[29]	Manasara	shilpa	and	Mayamata,	texts
of	south-Indian	origin,	esteemed	in	circulation	from	the	5th	to	the	7th	century	AD,	is	a	guide	on	the	design	and	construction	of	the	Indian	Vastu	of	the	south.	[7][30]	Isanasivagurudeva	paddhati	is	another	Sanskrit	text	of	the	9th	century	describing	the	art	of	the	building	in	India	in	the	south	and	central	India.	[7][31]	In	northern	India,	Brihat-samhita	of	Varāhamihira	is	the	ancient	Sanskrit	manual	widely	quoted	by
the	6th	century	describing	the	design	and	construction	of	the	Nagara	style	of	Hindu	temples.[22][32][33]	These	ancient	Vāstu	Śastras,	often	discuss	and	describe	the	principles	of	the	design	of	the	Hindu	temple,	but	are	not	limited	to	the	design	of	an	Hindu	temple.	[34]	They	describe	the	temple	as	a	holistic	part	of	its	community,	and	distinguish	various	principles	and	a	diversity	of	alternative	designs	for	the	house,
village	and	layout	of	the	city	along	with	the	temple,	gardens,	water	bodies	and	nature.[12]	The	grid	8x8	(64)	Manduka	Vastu	Purusha	Mandala	layout	for	Hindu	temples.	It	is	one	of	the	32	models	of	Vastu	Purusha	grid	described	in	Vastu	sastras.	In	this	symmetry	grid	structure,	each	concentric	layer	has	meaning.	[7]	The	central	area	of	the	mandala	is	the	Brahmasthana.	Mandala	"circulation-circumference"	or
"completion",	is	a	concentric	diagram	that	has	a	spiritual	and	ritual	meaning	both	in	Hinduism	and	Buddhism.	The	space	occupied	by	it	varies	in	different	mandalas	–	in	Pitha	(9)	and	Upapitha	(25)	occupies	a	square	module,	in	Mahaapitha	(16),	Ugrapitha	(36)	and	Manduka	(64),	four	square	modules	and	in	Sthandila	(49)	and	Paramasaayika	(81),	nine	modules[36]	the	pita	is	an	amplified	prithvimandala	in	which,
second	secondtexts,	the	central	space	is	occupied	by	the	earth.	the	sthandila	mandala	is	used	concentricly.	[36]	the	most	important	mandala	is	the	Manduka/Chandita	mandala	of	64	squares	and	the	paramasaayika	mandala	of	81	squares.	the	normal	position	of	the	vast	purusha	(head	to	the	north-east,	legs	to	the	south-west)	is	as	depicted	in	the	mandala	paramasaayika.	However,	in	the	mandala	manduka	the	vast
purusha	is	depicted	with	the	head	in	front	of	the	east	and	the	feet	in	front	of	the	west.	It	is	believed	that	each	piece	of	land	or	a	building	has	its	own	soul	and	that	the	soul	is	known	as	vast	purusha.	[37]	with	vast	shastra,	the	main	concern	is	the	direction	of	the	entrance	door.	the	main	door	can	face	north,	north-east,	east	or	west.	north	is	an	excellent	choice	with	a	brass	propeller,	and	south-west	can	be	corrected
with	a	lead	propeller.	Typically,	you	avoid	buying	a	house	overlooking	the	south	because	it	can	lead	to	bad	luck.	[38]	a	site	of	any	form	can	be	divided	using	the	vinyasa	pada.	sites	are	known	by	the	number	of	squares.	they	range	from	1x1	to	32x32	(1024)	square	sites.	the	corresponding	names	of	sites	([7]	sakala	(1	square)	correspond	to	Eka-pada	(single	divided	site)	pechaka	(4	squares)	corresponds	to	Dwi-pada
(two	divided	site)	pitha	(9	squares)	corresponds	to	Tri-pada	(three	divided	site)	mahapitha	(16	squares)	corresponds	to	Chatush-pada	(four	divided	site)	modern	adjustments	and	use	vast	Shastra-ipirated	floor	adaptedby	the	modern	architect	Charles	Correa	in	the	design	of	Jawahar	Kala	Kendra,	Jaipur,	Rajasthan.	[8][39]	Vāstu	Śastra	represents	a	body	of	ancient	concepts	and	knowledge	to	many	modern	architects,
a	guideline	but	not	a	rigid	code.	[8]	[40]	The	square-gray	mandala	is	considered	as	a	model	of	organization,	not	as	a	ground	floor.	The	ancient	texts	Vāstu	Śastra	describe	functional	relationships	and	alternative	layouts	that	can	be	adapted	for	various	rooms	or	buildings	and	utilities,	but	do	not	require	mandatory	architecture.	Sachdev	and	Tillotson	claim	that	mandala	is	a	guideline,	and	employing	the	mandala
concept	of	Vāstu	Śastra	does	not	mean	that	each	room	or	building	must	be	square.	[8]	The	basic	theme	is	around	the	fundamental	elements	of	central	space,	peripheral	areas,	direction	with	respect	to	sunlight	and	the	relative	functions	of	spaces.	[8]	[40]	The	pink	town	Jaipur	in	Rajasthan	was	the	master	designed	by	King	Rajput	Jai	Singh	and	built	by	1727	CE,	partly	around	the	principles	of	Vastu	Shilpa	Sastra.	[8]
[41]	Similarly,	modern-day	projects	such	as	architect	Charles	Correa	designed	Gandhi	Smarak	Sangrahalaya	in	Ahmedabad,	Vidhan	Bhavan	in	Bhopal,[42]	and	Jawahar	Kala	Kendra	in	Jaipur,	adapt	and	apply	concepts	from	Vastu	Shastra	Vidya.	[8]	[40]	In	the	design	of	the	city	of	Chandigarh,	Le	Corbusier	incorporated	theories	of	modern	architecture	with	those	of	Vastu	Shastra.[43][45]	During	the	period	of	colonial
government	of	India,	the	urban	officials	of	the	British	Raj	did	not	consider	Vastu	Vidya,	but	largely	coined	motifs	and	drawings	of	the	Islamic	era	Mughal	as	domes	and	arches	on	Victorian-era	buildings	without	general	relationship[47].	This	movement,	known	as	Indo-Saracenic	architecture,	is	located	in	chaoticly	established	structures,	but	externally	large	in	the	form	of	railway	stations,	ports,	tax	collection
buildings	and	other	colonial	offices	in	South	Asia.	[46]	VāstuVidya	was	ignored,	during	the	construction	of	the	colonial	era,	for	several	reasons.	These	are	these.were	seen	by	architects	of	the	19th	and	20th	century	as	archaic,	literature	was	inaccessible	being	in	an	ancient	language	not	spoken	or	read	by	architects,	and	the	ancient	texts	assumed	the	space	to	be	easily	available.[40][46]	On	the	contrary,	public
projects	in	the	colonial	era	were	forced	to	crowded	spaces	and	constraints	of	local	layout,	and	the	ancient	Vastu	sastra	was	seen	with	prejudices	as	superstitious	and	rigid	on	a	square	grid.	[46]	Sachdev	and	Tillotson	claim	that	these	prejudices	were	defective,	such	as	an	erudite	and	complete	reading	of	Vāstu	Śastra	literature	widely	suggests	the	architect	is	free	to	adapt	ideas	to	new	building	materials,	local	layout
constraints	and	in	a	non-square	space[46][48]	The	design	and	completion	of	a	new	city	of	Jaipur	in	the	first	1700	colonial	projects	based	on	Vāswa	[8][39]	Vastu	Shastra	remedies	were	also	applied	by	Khushdeep	Bansal	in	1997	to	the	Indian	Parliament	complex,	when	he	satisfied	that	the	library	that	was	built	next	to	the	building	is	responsible	for	political	instability	in	the	country.	[49]	The	German	architect	Klaus-
Peter	Gast	states	that	the	principles	of	Vāstu	Śastras	are	witnessing	an	important	relaunch	and	extensive	use	in	the	design	and	design	of	individual	houses,	residential	complexes,	commercial	and	industrial	campuses,	and	large	public	projects	in	India,	along	with	the	use	of	ancient	iconography	and	mythological	artwork	incorporated	in	the	architectures	Vastu	vidya.	[39][50	Vastu	and	superstition	The	use	of	Vastu
shastra	and	Vastu	consultants	in	modern	and	public	projects	is	controversial.	[48]	Some	architects,	especially	during	the	colonial	era	of	India,	considered	it	archaic	and	superstitious.[40][46]	Other	architects	say	thathave	not	read	the	texts	and	that	most	of	the	text	relates	flexible	design	guidelines	for	space,	sunlight,	flow	and	function.	[40][50]	Vastu	Shastra	is	considered	as	pseudoscience	by	rationalists	such	as
Narendra	Nayak	of	the	Federation	of	Indian	Rationalist	Associations.	[51]	The	scientist	and	astronomer	Jayant	Narlikar	considers	Vastu	Shastra	as	a	pseudoscience	and	writes	that	Vastu	has	no	"psychological	connection"	to	the	environment.	[2]	One	of	the	examples	quoted	by	Narlikar	claiming	the	absence	of	logical	connection	is	the	Vastu	rule,	"the	triangle-shaped	sites	...	will	lead	to	government	harassment,	...	the
parallelogram	can	lead	to	quarrels	in	the	family".	Narlikar	notes	that	sometimes	construction	plans	have	changed	and	what	has	already	been	built	is	demolished	to	accommodate	the	Vastu	rules.	[2]	As	for	the	superstitious	beliefs	in	Vastu,	the	scientific	writer	Meera	Nanda	cites	the	case	of	N.	T.	Rama	Rao,	former	head	of	Andhra	Pradesh,	who	sought	the	help	of	Vastu	consultants	for	his	political	problems.	Rama	Rao
was	warned	that	his	problems	would	be	solved	if	he	entered	his	office	from	a	gate	in	front	of	the	east.	As	a	result,	a	shackle	on	the	east	side	of	his	office	was	ordered	to	be	demolished,	to	take	the	step	for	the	entrance	of	his	car.	[52]	The	knowledge	of	Vastu	consultants	is	questioned	by	Pramod	Kumar	(required	quote),	"Call	Vaastu	if	they	know	the	civil	engineering	or	architecture	or	local	government	rules	for
construction	or	minimum	building	standards	to	advise	people	on	buildings.	They	will	enter	a	barracks	of	"ancient"	and	"science"	texts	that	slap	about	the	pseudo-science	of	astrology.	Ask	them	where	they	were	before	the	construction	boom	and	if	they	go	to	slum	tenements	to	advise	people	or	advise	on	low	cost	community-housing	-	you	draw	a	vacuum.	"[53]	Sanskrit	treatmentsOf	the	numerous	Sanskrit	treatises
mentioned	in	ancient	Indian	literature,	some	were	translated	into	English.	Many	Agamas,	Puranas	and	Hindu	scriptures	include	includeon	architecture	of	temples,	houses,	villages,	cities,	fortifications,	streets,	store	layout,	public	wells,	public	bathroom,	public	rooms,	gardens,	river	fronts	among	other	things.	[5]	In	some	cases,	the	manuscripts	are	partially	lost,	some	are	available	only	in	Tibetan,	Nepalese	or	South-
Indian	languages,	while	in	other	original	Sanskrit	manuscripts	are	available	in	different	parts	of	the	india.	some	treatises,	or	books	with	chapters	on	vaastu	shastra	include:	sur	particolare	particolare	particolare	vast	vast	vast	vast	vast	vast	vast	vast	vast	vast	vast	vast	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare
particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolare	particolareVastu	vidhi	Vastu	samgraha	Vastu	sarvasva	Vimana	VimanaVisvakarma	prakasa	(house,	roads,	water	tanks	and	public	works	architecture)	Vaikhanasa	Sastra	jaladhi	ratna	Silpa	prakasa	Silpakala	Dipika	Silpartha	Śastra	Sanatkumara	Vāstu	Śastra	Samarangana	Sutradhara	See
also	Aranmula	Kottaram	Feng	shui	Kanippayyur	Shankaran	Namboodiripad	The	Indian	Art	of	Placement,	ISBN	978-0892818853	b	c	Narlikar,	Jayant	V.	(2009).	"Astronomy,	pseudoscience	and	rational	thought."	In	Percy,	John;	Pasachoff,	Jay	(eds.).	Teaching	astronomy	and	learning:	Effective	strategies	for	educators	worldwide.	Cambridge	University	Press.	p.	165.	ISBN	9780521115391.	Disenchanting	India:
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